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Syntheses of Novel Acid-Base Indicators by Halogenation of
Phenolphthalein and Fluorescein

Aya KAWARADA, Yui NEGISHI, Toshiaki SUZUKI

Abstract:

Phenolphthalein reacted with excess bromine in acetic acid to give tetrabromophenolphthalein by the bromination of the
phenolic benzene rings, the color of which is colorless in the acidic or neutral solution but is purple in alkaline solutions.
The bromination of phenolphthalein in highly concentrated bromine solution led to decomposition to give
2,4,6-tribromophenol. The reaction of phenolphthalein with excess iodine monochloride in acetic acid to give
tetraiodophenolphthalein by the iodation of the phenolic benzene rings, the color of which changed from colorless to
bluish violet in alkaline solutions. Tetrabromofluorescein and diiodofluorescein were formed, respectively, by the

reaction of fluorescein with excess bromine and excess iodine monochloride in acetic acid.
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Scheme 1. Halogenation of benzene and phenol
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2. 7/ —NLI7ELA1@aBLUITILELEA T 2aD/\O5 ALY

T )=V TE LA 1aBLOTVA LAV 2alE, 1871 2T A. Baeyer ([Z XV, FilgHT7 =/ —b
3Jab bW ILY LY ) —3b 253 LRI X R4 1T EBKEST A2 2k Eonsd Z &2
iz (Scheme 2) 3, 7=/ — /L7 X LA 1ald, B - FHETIEIZ 7 FUBREALTEY, o 1EiE
DIFFHRINLE T D (T = /=D pAALIZFES LTV D) IRFBIFRTI1X, spiRKLEE & 572, 3250
VERUVEROIIBIIZENENHNL L T\ A2, BETHDH, KEERBT VA VEIZRY, 7= 7 — /MoK
FEMOIKRFBAF UGS 5L 72 /X2 K b BERL, ETHBEILTT 7 M BEBBEBR LI LR
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EVEREEE B RL, HEL TR, SBIIT B VENEL D L, £ 9 1OD 7 = ) —LMKER
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Scheme 2. Syntheses, equilibrium, and resonance structures of phenolphthalein 1a and Fluorescein 2a
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J =V TR LA 1a DEGIRIL pH=82~100 & 7225,

TNF LAV 2a 1, AELAELE LA LN TEY, EE~OFMEL DN T & BERIRZE
ARl ity < EbhaWE chsd, £z, 7Vt LtA 2 2aDT 7 b BB LS 2220 %
VT UBRIET v T L RRROIIEEE 227% © 0720, T 7 b UBRDBER LG A L 00T,

Tx )= NTE A HONA T AZOWTE, T )=V TH VA VFER Sa ERFEHDHNITIE
b2 U REFBAER CROCISED Z LICRY, ZRENMNE{ Sh & =3 Vb)) Se BF 6D Z &3,
2006 4, M. Paola Costi HIZ LV #E I TV D (Scheme 3) 5, 7 A LA 2 2a D a7 Ak LT
%, AEBELTHEHWLR TS 2y B (6a, /REA37%5) , 7uFX B (6b, 7~ 104 %) ,
2= AR H (6, FREL1055) R EDRMBATNS (Figure1) 7,
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Scheme 3. Bromination and iodation of phenolphthalein derivative 5a
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Figure 1. Fluorescein derivatives 6a—c used for coloring agent for food

3. 7z /—)LI78LAV1a aa/\nlr“mmim&im%m%if
(1) 7=/ —=nNT7H 1A 1a DRFICL HNRFEY Ta DERL (Scheme 4) *

W aliis % A4172 100 mL ﬂ‘X’f'bJ7'77< = ZHERE CH3CO-H 15 mL, 532 Br; 0.50 mL (9.7 mmol, 12
equiv), 7= /—/L7 X LA > 1a0.25 g (0.78 mmol) & AL C=IR TR Lz, IS TR, ALz
U —AaDERZ ARIL, JEREE L AR 2157, IEIE 0.26 g (041 mmol) , ICEIX 53%TH
572, NMR (Z X DREEMITHER LV, 2507 = ) — VIO P UBRICRZNS 2 OB LT-7
= /)= NT XA IR Ta THD EHEHI SIS (Table 1)

H*%@%Eﬁéf FERE CH;CO,H 10 mL 35 X OV 5% Bry 1.50 mL (29 mmol, 38 eqiv) % F N T T,
24 BEEIFLIC & 5125 Bry 2.0 mL (39 mmol, 51 equiv) Z B0 L C 24 BEESOG S 872, SOSHIZ 1 mol/L
ik % 30 mL 731]2, HrifiLied v o D aEiRaE AR L, g L7z, ORI, NMR I X DHiE
EMTRE R LD, 246-NV T BET7 2/ —)L 8a THDH EHEHSILD (Table 1) . ZDObAE 8a ik, 7
/)= IVTH LA 1a D2ODT = /) —)VENDORBUBRICEZBNL 2 DB LK%, B Fofy
FED pLD C-CHREADO—FREIrSNs & & bICRENER L CTERLEZLO EEDbN D,
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8a

Scheme 4. Bromination of phenolphthalein 1a

E Re X B p-fid C-CHGDUIMENDINE, 7=/ — VT2 b A 1a VT Y =0 LED
TV T TR = P AR NZEB T B A B, WD, B Rr XU RO pfrd C-CHEE
DU & LI T Y =T L EH DT = P ENERL, TNENT = ) —/ViFEK 8be LY T
= /2 9be WERRTAZ ENRMENTVWS (Scheme 5) , L=~ T, 7=/ —L7XL A 1aDE
FESISIZBNT Y, WRFEEY) Ta BER LTMR, Ta B30T 5, HL5W0ETa07 2V K (REHE
AR AT V) S ORCE VRN RBEISNTRITHML, R T7rET /) —)L 8a L BT
VT2 9aNERLTNDE LD LR XD (Scheme 6)

\

fa HNOy/H,S0, HO: J\:
O;N NO

8c

Scheme 5. Decomposition of phenolphthalein 1a in the azo coupling reaction and in the nitration of 1a

(2) Z= /=78 1A 1aDa UHRKIZL LM I 78 Tb DL (Scheme 7)
We5URNHE 12 A4172 100 mL 7~ 28 7 Z 2 = | ZFERE CH3CO-H 10 mL, —¥ift. = 73 1C1 1.0 mL (19 mmol,
24 equiv), 7=/ —/L 7 X LA > 1a0.25g(0.78 mmol) & AXLCTHEIL T L=, IS T, Ak L7
RE 7 OOREEEARL, YT /r—7 )L 20 mL T 3 Y%, Wi LT AaER %472, NMR
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Scheme 6. Decomposition in the bromination of phenolphthalein 1a via tetrabromide 7a
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Scheme 7. lIodation of phenolphthalein 1a

2 L DREEMATRE R LY, 29007 = ) —LEHNiDOR B UBRICI UERK 2 OB LT = ) —L T
LA EFE T Th D EHERIE 5 (Tablel) .
(3) 7=/ —=NT7H LA IR Ta 33 OV = 7/t To OIEERRHT
Table 1127 =/ — V7 XL A 1a, {LEW Ta 5LV Tb O NMR A RER~d, 7=/ —LT7H
LA la LT 2L, (kAW TalE, 7= /) —LOEMOR P UBRICHES L HIDRBENSS 7

Table 1. NMR data for phenolphthalein 1a, compounds 7a and 7b?
la 7a 7b
Br Br I I

Br Br I I
(0]

: o) : o)
7.17 (d, 4H, H-2) 7.57 (s, 4H, H-2) 7.77 (m, 4H, H-2 and H-3)
6.83 (d, 4H, H-1)
7.89 (br d, 1H, H-6) 8.06 (dd, J = 6.2, 2.2 Hz, 1H, H-6) 8.03 (d, 1H, J = 7.5 Hz, H-6)
7.79 (br t, 1H, H-4) 7.96 (dd, 1H, J = 6.2, 2.2 Hz, H-3) 7.98-7.89 (m, 2H, H-3 and H-4)
7.72 (br d, 1H, H-3) 7.93 (td, 1H, J = 6.2, 2.2 Hz H-4)
7.68 (brt, 1H, , H-5) 7.75 (td, 1H, = 6.2, 2.2 Hz, H-5) 7.75-7.70 (m, 1H, H-5)
8.51 (s, 2H, OH) 8.96 (s, 2H, OH) 8.45 (s, 2H, OH)

2 TH NMR (300 MHz, acetone-de) 8, ppm
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FARFET Ly R 2FfE (% 4H) oY7Ly B 1R @H) ~EJb L, 7 I e 7 LIRS
7 RLTWD, £, 72 Y RELONE URISHS LT HICHE S5 v 7 Wb T T &R
7 M LTWAR, flE GE4H) 0V 7 A ORIRICITIR E e fbidien, LD Z &g, 7=/
— LT H LA 1a DRFETIE, 20D 7 = ) —VEMLOR P U RO 2 KENRZITL D B S
MBI TH D LRSI D,

BB Tb BIEKEIS, 7=/ —/LOEMNOR P UBRICHEAS LI HIDRBEND S I FTANE T Ly
F2fE (% 4H) 225 1 fE QH) ~&R L, ZFI vy 7 MBS 7 FLTWb, F, 75U
REALDOR B UBRICHEA Lz H IZIRBEIND V7 MdbdnicEiS > 7 F LT 52, FEOE
Gt 4H) v 7T NAOBRITITREREITRY, BLEDZ g, 72/ —NT7X b A 1laDI Y
FTIE, 22007 = ) —VENORCEVBROK 2 AKFEN I URICLEHRINZINS {HTHD
LHERI S D,

4. A LEA Y 2a ONOFUERIG E EBRYDIEE
(1) ZALtA 2 2a DRFMIC L BMEH 10a DAAL (Table 2)

WeRaldis % A417z 100 mL A 7 7 2 2 |ZFElE CH;COH, R Bry, 7V A L&A L 2a Z AT
R THHE LT, FOSKTH, Bl LA Ly PaOERE AL, BT L CHAERY G-, X
SRS, IS JOUNER 4 Table 2 12759, NMR 2 L AREEMATRE R LD, BRENASBHR L -7 04
LA R 10a THD EHERIEND (Table3) |

AL )= RT e b BB E L THWEEAITE, RERE 10% & ERE TS E{T> T, 5k
KITKL, FRRS R 72, BHREZEECHAWD &, BRBREN 3% LK< TH, 7=/ —/LERL
(RSB 4 DEHE L 72 UL 10a DMK 66% TR LN, BEREEZ 23% L mTHI LIk, B
N7 XY FENLC HEATERWVDRE L7223, B3R5 DLL Rl Lo (bEmIEEon T, 10a 2
92% L EINETHE LN, ZORHEIE, 7=/ —LOKBETRE IS L TUEEETHLDITHL,
75 RO P UBICIIANENE TH D WL RF VENEHR L TV AT, BFELENR-T
LN, 72 FEiad RETH7-0120E, A ABRSEOMBERVIELZ2 505, 77, 7=
=T A LA 1la DRFTIE, SREORIZLIESED L 246-M) 70ET =/ —/L 8a lTh)
fif L7225 (Scheme 4), 7/LA LA v 2a DLGEIIIDR L7z oTz, X, 7t Lt A X
VT UBERNT N T L FREOILIEEE 2a” (Scheme 2) & LV, HIBZELINTWDEIZD LR
binsd,

Table 2. Bromination of fluorescein 2a
Br

B
Hol'D 0 0 o 5 ' o
@
Brz O ‘
B = Br

> r

CH3;COxH, rt
O COOH 3COzH, O COOH

2a 10a
acetic concentration reaction ield
2a Br, Br/2a  acid ofBr,  time(n  Yieldof10a y((y)
(mL) ’ i
0.25 g (0.75 mmol) 0.50 mL (9.7 mmol) 13 15 3% 24 0.32 g (0.50 mmol) 66
0.26 g (0.77 mmol) 3.0 mL (58 mmol) 75 10 23% 48 0.45 g (0.70 mmol) 92
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(2) 7t 2203 7FRITE D3 7 10b D5 (Scheme 8)

WK aldis % A4172 100 mL 7 A7 F 2 2 (ZFEEE CH3CO.H 15 mL, —HE{k3 73 1CI 0.50 mL (9.5
mmol), 7/LA LA 2a0.25¢g(0.76 mmol) % AFUCERIE T 24 REfHE L7z, HHR&T#, £k LTz
FL o PaoEEE AL, YF e —T /0 10mL T3 EEE L TR A RE L%, BEGERL
THARM Z 1572, &I 0.37 g (0.63 mmol), IFRIL 84% T ->7-, NMR IZ L HHEEMNTHER LV,
AUBEN2OBMLTI-45- T — RT7LF LA 10b ThDEHRENS (Table3) .

FEBEO I UFL, @, aUVRELE, HERLKFE H0, D X 9 B LA (1) CuSOs D &
IMEMEZNZ TATH, ZHICEY, FURFRILINTI LRV REFERSHEZ 5, —Hika
U FICHIE, TIZHARClDIFE ) NEREEENEWZD, CLHZEFNSIE O bR TIIXT T ADER
D, 2072, BEAEZ AN CTOREFHRO I VHRIETH T ENARETH D,

B, INAA LA AU 10b X 2N E TICEBIENHRE SN2 2 Eide <, AR THIH T
BEEETESL L, 10b 2 @R TED Z LTk Lz, BELEFEREC, 741t A 2 2a ITEBIC
%< DA YREBEWET H72011E, MERLETHDL EEZ LD,

I I
H
Oy Oy’
= 13 equiv ICI O /

v

COOH CH4CO,H 15 mL
O it 24 h O COOH

2a 10b

Scheme 8. Iodation of fluorescein 2a

(3) 7ZALEA MR 10a 38 X O3 /b8 10b OREEREHT

Table 3 (27 VA LA 2 2a, {LEW 10a B LT 10b O NMR AR Z2Rd, 744 LEA 2 2a
LT L, ALAW10alE, 7= ) —VOEMNORCEUBRICHA LI HIDRBESND Y 7TV 3
fi (% 2H) o7y MR QH) ~ERD L, I AT RHERESY T LTS, E£z,
782 REMLONEVRICHS LIZHIDRBIND > 7L, DT 0IRESE S 7 L TW DA,
BoE GH4H) v 7TV ORI R E B biX v, e Z &b, 74 Lt A v 2a DRE
{ETIE, 2207 = ) —NWENLOR B UBROK 2 KBNEBICL Y BRI EEY TH D L
HEisd,

BB 10b 1%, 7= ) — VOO P UBICHE LI HIZRBESND 7T 31 (4% 2H)
MHT7a— KX 7Ly b 4H) ~EEADL, ZIALT 7 MHERESS 7 FLTWA, Zhix, 27
DT Ly b (&2H) BERSTEV 7T NEHIIESND, Lo T, aUVRIFMELHEALTND 2
DDRFBIHRENTIRFBIZER LB OND, £z, 7% U FENOXEBUBRICHES L HIZR
BENDT 7T ML, DINIERSE Y 7 F LT D0, BEOE GE4H) v 7 Lo E i
W, U EDZ EMnG, TAA LA 2a DI TRIETIE, 22007 =) —/BLOREUBROA 1
KENITRICEVERSNZ It TH D EHISN D,
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Table 3. NMR data for fluorescein 2a, compounds 10a and 10b?
2a 10a 10b

6.76 (d, 2H, J =2 Hz, H-3) 7.07 (s, 2H, H-3) 6.88 (br d, 4H, H-2 and H-3)
6.66 (s, 2H, H-1)
6.64 (d, 2H, J =2 Hz, H-2)

8.00 (brd, 1H, J=7.5 Hz, H-7) 8.04 (brd, 1H, J=7.5 Hz, H-7) 8.07 (d, 1H, J=7.5 Hz, H-7)
783 (td, 1H,J=7.5,23Hz, H-5)  7.86(td, 1H, J="7.5,2 Hz, H-5) 7.87 (td, 1H, J= 7.5, 1.3 Hz, H-5)
777 (td, 1H,J=7.5,23 Hz, H-6)  7.83 (td, 1H, J="7.5, 2 Hz, H-6) 7.80 (td, 1H, J=7.5, 1.3 Hz, H-6)
7.30 (brd, 1H, J=7.5 Hz, H-4) 7.54 (brd, 1H, J=7.5 Hz, H-4) 7.54 (d, 1H, J="7.5 Hz, H-4)

3 TH NMR (300 MHz, acetone-ds) 8, ppm

5. 7/ =73 LA ENOT Y Tab DIEREELE LTOERM

Tx )T E LA IR Ta KEERES KOV = 7Ab8) To KEERIE, Bk - PYETIRVW TS AT
HY, TAHIVETEENETNERR, HROAZEL, TOEAITZNL pH 105, 104 ThHhotz, 7=/
—NT7 LA 1a LEERIZT VU NS E AR 5 Z & )25, Scheme 9 (2773 K 912 pH IZ KL 0 4%
RN D LHEH S DY, Bt - ESRE T T, HFRICT 7 buEE b D, 3 00NV EUERNA
WZHBE L TN, BEaTHD, TADIEICRDE T = ) —IVDOKEA L BEEL T T = /) %

HO OH HO
O O O O O C
+ X 4— X
o O
0] 0]

1a (X = H)
7a (X = Br)
7b (X = 1) +H+ -H*
B X X X
G)O O@ @O 0
) X?XO‘X

X
X
' O
12a

Scheme 9. Equilibrium and resonance structures of phenolphthalein 2a, tetrabromide 7a, and tetraiodide 7b



RAFy NaBEKRT D, ZiUx, 77 NP L2 VR Ul A 4 11b & PERRREICH 503, Py
23 Ma 2l > CTOFURBEIZ R X D, SBIZT VI IVMERERS D L, U7 = /7 %2 K 12a BWEKT 50,
ZHIET 7 FUOBAPBRLIEE ) 72 ) XY R—F ) DVR UEEA A 12b NS AMFE - T D, 12b D
BENEVNEE, BOITELS RS, 7=/ —AT7XbA2 la EZT VA VETEHRNE 7 68 (R) 22
T 5, MR 7a B LW I 7 Tb OEDENE, N AU NE#R L2 LISk - TRIEERE D
ST Z EBREBATHD, WING, WERAE(LET DI LD, BEEERIERIEE LTHWD Z ENAEET
Hb,

6. £LH

BEFFRTIX, 7=/ —NTXL A2 1la ORFBIEBLOIUHRILET, 7=/ =T X LA UEY
7a LU= (LW T 2157, T OMEEIE, NMR WLV EE Lz, Wihd, 7k UMERICEAERE S
B, BEYE - PRECIIEG, TAD UETIIENENEG, FRAEZET 5720, PRKIGICREIT 5 EEILE
TRIEL LTHHT 2 Z LN AETH D, £72, 7AALEA v 2a ODRF(B LRI UHELEZIT, T
LA IR 10a & 3 TR 10b 2157-, Z1 5 OfEEIE, NMR 1 LV [EE LT,
AL, BRI TER KOS EBE GO REL - a vE RIS ER->TEY, [EEE b7k
] o ekt & TMev] o T OfREEEEL TWD, 7=/ —LT7F 1A 1a iE, ¥
HOFEBRIZIB W TR RIEE LTHY, A4 Lt A 2a 1F, @ LCHEAREO R X
NTNDH7, AL > THLHERME TH D, 20 L5 kB E BT T UvFELE WD kil
DRLTWISEFIH L TH LWVMEAIIC AR 5 Z LN TE 52 LR, Ak LT AL % Hhfndi & OBt &
FETRIRE LCTHY, 72 /=T X LA IR 0B L THRIEZ RO D Z L, Aok i2 O X,
PR Z VRO D Z ENZORND EE XD,
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