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Lying Narrators
[summary]

In The Rbetoric of Fiction, W.C. Booth used the term “unreliable narrator”, defining it as
a narrator who does not speak or act in accordance with authors’ implicit norms. A lying
narrator is also an unreliable narrator. For example, the narrator (reflector) of Henry James” “The
liar” known as Lyon, may or may not tell the truth.

Ray Bradbury’s “A Sound of Thunder” includes a contradiction, that is, p and ~p. In 2055,
Keath is elected president (p). Using a time machine, Eckels travels back to the year 60 million
B.C. and kills one butterfly. When Eckels returns to 2055, Deutscher is elected president
(~p)- To resolve this contradiction, Miura concluded that it was Deutscher who was elected
president and that Eckels’ memory has been replaced. Indeed, the beginning of the story
includes an unreliable narrator who lies on several occasions, rendering Miura’s explanation
plausible. However, “A Sound of Thunder” also raises the interesting possibility that history

can be changed by one dead burterfly.
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The room was there as they had left it. But not the same as they had left it. The same man sat behind
the same desk. But the same man did not quite sit behind the same desk."
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