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This paper is about our research on the style choices of the YNU written language corpus.
Through our research on the 12 writing tasks, we found that when writing to a specific reader, the
writers used DESUMASU-TAI, and there were not any significant differences between native
Japanese speakers and Japanese learners. However, in the case of tasks in which the writer could
choose whether to use DESUMASU-TAI, HI-DESUMASU-TAI or a mixture of the two, some
unnatural style choices were made by Japanese learners. Native Chinese speakers made more style
mistakes than native Korean speakers, and the lower the Japanese skill level, the more mistakes
were made. These results suggest a need to teach students the importance of the relationship with
the reader and the writing medium when choosing between politeness forms.
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