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On the Harmony of Prokoviev

Akio NISHIZAWA*

SUMMARY

This article treats mainly the characteristics of the construction of Prokoviev’s
harmony. Prokoviev was well known as a unique composer in the early part of the
modern musical history.

In the first chapter, the author presents the general view of his music, and in the
second chapter, proceedes to comment. on the features of his harmony, referring often
to examples from his works.

The charms of his music may be said to consist of, firstly, the feeling of the dinamic
rhythm, secondary, the sense of modulation which is free and facile, and thirdly, the
harmonic effects which is brought by his polytonality. These contrasting effects some-
times assume an ironical expression, sometimes, go further and put his particular senti-
ment in the form of dry, subtle lyricism.

The body of this article is divided into five parts in explaining the features of this
works.

a. the character of the dissonance
b. deformed cadance
c. clever effect of modulation
d. composite cords and polytonality

e. heterophony

On the whole, one feels, in the harmonic character of Prokoviev, classical harmonious
sense combined with the revolutionary sound effect. The decline of the classical harmony
started mainly from the so-called “Ttistan method” which presented the unstability of
tonality by expanding dominant cords. However, Prokoviev did not depend upon chro-
maticism as this but rather adapted mostly the diatonic technique. Here in this phase,
we find his advanced attitude as well as his extreme modernity.
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