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General Nogi’s Suicide and Its Influences
on the Educational World

Yukio HISAKI*

SUMMARY

General Nogi’s suicide (1912), one of the greatest events in the earlier part of 1910’s
Japan, gave a shock to Japanese society, especially to the educational world, which had
come to a serious deadlock. k

Nogi’s death was followed by the admiration for him, in which the educational
world involved, too. One of the educational problems about Nogi's death was how his
suicide should be taught in the class-room, because suicide in general was undesirable,
but Nogi’s must be admired. This problem was solved in an ambiguous way in which
teachers, neglecting Nogi’s suicide, should give lectures on his episodes that constituted
“Nogi myth”. “Nogi myth” was adapted from “Nogs legend” in which Nogi had
sometimes been an object of mockery. This myth, accompanied with the deification of
Nogi, paved the way to the militaristic trend in Japanese education 1920’s after.
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