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SUMMARY

This paper examines the discussion about the social model of disability theory and the application of the social model of
disability theory to practice. Since disability studies were organized in Japan, the social model has been accepted by a lot of
people. But they understand that the social model is “Not the individual but the society should owe the load of the disability
problem”. Therefore, the social model’s theoretical investigation is necessary and indispensable now.

Then, this paper first introduces a general explanation of an individual model and a social model. Afterwards, it introduces
the criticism performed to a British social model and the response to it. And, the American Disability studies that have been
taken up only on the side of the disability movements are paid to attention, and the American social model theory is analyzed.
Moreover, the discussion of putting it within the country and new interpretation of disability concept is considered.

And, the relation between disability studies and an existing rehabilitation study is thought and the problem of application of
social model to practice is referred.
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