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The 1938 Keijo Imperial University
Expedition to Inner Mongolia

TSUJI Yamato

Keijo Imperial University, established in 1924 during the Japanese colonization
of Korea, sent four expedition teams to Inner Mongolia from 1938 to 1945. The
purpose of these expeditions is not known, but this article examines the background to
the first expedition as shown in government records from the Japan Center for Asian
Historical Records, the National Archives of Japan, newspapers from the period, and
IZUMI Seiichi’s private field notes in the National Museum of Ethnology in Osaka.
The records indicate three possible reasons for the first expedition to Inner Mongolia.
First, the Mammo Bunka Kenkyukai academic community was established in 1933 to
study the culture of Manchuria and Mongolia. Second, there was a great interest in
botanical research, especially medicinal herbs, and funding was provided by the Asian
Affairs Bureau of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The third and main reason
was that the alpine club at the university had a strong interest in climbing Xizo Wu Tai
Mountain(/F. 15 111), and an expedition plan was formulated by TAKENAKA Yo and
IZUMI Seiichi in 1935. The mission was sponsored by Osaka Mainichi Shimbun,
which was the second largest media group in Japan at the time; however, security in
Inner Mongolia could not be guaranteed, and the climbers changed their target to the

Mongolian highlands.
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